An Epic Storm needs an Epic Response

The UCC Disaster Ministries is already engaged in response by supporting
partners and planning for recovery. Giving to the Harvey appeal ensures
that 100% of your support will be used for disaster relief and rehabilitation
targeting the unique needs of vulnerable individuals and families. We do
this by being nimble and adaptable in each disaster which allows us to fill
gaps in services through provisions of spiritual care, community organizing,
repair and reconstruction of homes, tools, building materials and volunteer
coordination.
Please pray for continued strength and resolve for those whose lives have
been impacted by Hurricane/Tropical Storm Harvey. Please also pray for
the First Responders, disaster coordinators, and many volunteers who are
working tirelessly to provide relief after Harvey, now and in the days,
months, and years to come.
Donate Money. The response and rebuilding will be long-term. Your
generous contribution now makes this long-term response possible.
www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey.
Assemble CWS Clean-up Kits. The UCC has matching grants available, even
if you previously assembled kits in 2017:
www.ucc.org/disaster_2017_matching_grants_for_cws_kits_home_page
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Every loss we experience needs a corresponding period of grieving. The
length of time and depth of grief should correspond to the nature of the
loss. The devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey is the same. Some are
deeply impacted, with loss of loved-ones, homes, valuables, memories;
while others may have been impacted only by images they saw in the
news.
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Whatever the connection, it is important to know that a loss has taken its
toll on many. And it will take many to help those deeply impacted, recover.
Let them know they are not alone.
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God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
Psalms 46:1-3
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Let Us Pray
One: O God of mercy and God of grace, strengthen us during this time of
turmoil, loss, and grief. Help us to lean on you. Lead us from despair to
hope, from fear to trust. Help us to provide a helping hand to all who need
it. Help us to lend our hearts to the broken hearted.
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All: God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Please make your checks payable to the United Church of Christ with
Hurricane Harvey Relief in the memo section of the check and mail to:
700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland OH 44115
216-736-3215
Make secure online donations at:
www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey
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